1 . (AMENDED) An agent for promoting prolactin /secretion which 
comprises an isolated ligand polypeptide, or a ^alt thereof, said 
ligand polypeptide having 

(i) an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 73, 

(ii) an amino acid sequence wherein 1 to 15 contiguous amino acid 
residues are deleted from the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO : 
73, 

(iii) an amino acid sequence wherein l/to 80 contiguous amino 
acid residues are added to the amino aq/d sequence of SEQ ID NO: 
73, 

(iv) an amino acid sequence wherein / to 15 amino acid residues 
are conservatively substituted with >other amino acid residues in 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO/ 73 . 



(iii) the 



acid se< 




ammo 
residues 2 to 21 of 



SE! 



2 . (AMENDED) An agent according /to claim 1, wherein the ligand 
polypeptide is a polypeptide having an amino acid sequence 
that is: 

(i) the amino acid sequence oiz x SEQ ID NO: 74; 

(ii) the amino acid sequence/ of\sEQ ID NO : 74 fused to the N- 
terminal of the amino aoad sequence of^-SEQ ID NO: 73; 

ence "corresponding to amino acid 
ID NOjjp-f^ 

(iv) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

3 to /21 of SEQ ID No/73^^ I 

(v) the amino acid sequeiiee corresponding to amino acid residues 

4 to' 21 of SEQ ID^NjD:73; 

(vi) the/amino acidjbequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

IDyNO:73; 

cid sequence ' corresponding to amino acid 
l/of SEQ ID NO:73; 

a^id sequence corresponding to amino acid 
I Of SEQ ID NO: 73; 

sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 
ID NO: 73; / 

sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 



5 to 21 of 

(vii) t: 
resi 

(viii) the amino 
residues 7 to 

(ix) the amino aci 
8 to 21 of SEi 



TLO 

^s 6 to 



(x) the amino acid 

9 to 21 Of Se'$ ID NO: 73; 

(xi) the amino adi 

10 to 21 of/S 

(xii) the 



amino 
residues 1/1 to 21 




1 

corresponding to amino acid residues 



(xiv) the 



to amino acid 



rence corresponding to amino acid 
!Q ID NO: 73; 

(xiii) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues j\2 to 21 of SEQ ID NO: 73; 

amino acid sequence corresponding 
residues/ 13 to 21 of SEQ ID NO: 73; 

(xv) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 
14 to 21 of SEQ ID NO: 73; and 

(xvi) the .amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 

residues 15 / to 21 of SEQ ID NO: 73. 

/ 

3 . (AMENDED) An agent according to claim 2 , wherein the 
polypeptide has an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO : 5 , SEQ ID 
NO: 8, SEQ ID NO: 47, SEQ ID NO: 50, SEQ ID NO: 61 or SEQ ID NO: 



# 



64. 

4 . (AMENDED) A method for promot£nfeAp^|actin secretion 
mammal in need thereof , comprising ^administering — ~" 



an 



m a 
effective 



amount of an agent according to claim! ivto said mammal^ 



6. (AMENDED) A method for treating 
need thereof, comprising administer 
agent according to claim 1 to said 



7 ; 

ioovarianism in a mammal in 
afn effective amount of an 
1. 



10. (AMENDED) A method for p r&tno t jjao/^clt a t i on of a mammal m 
need thereof, comprising administering an/effective amount of an 
agent according to claim 1 to said T^&mmal/ 

11. (AMENDED) A method for elicitijt* aja aphrodisiac effect in a 
mammal in need thereof , compris/M"^dministering an effective 
amount of an agent according to c/iirim 1 to said mammal. 



13. (AMENDED) A method for making a pharmaceutical for promoting 
prolactin secretion, said method tcojmptting combining an agent 
according to claim 1 with a phsuonieputipally acceptable carrier, 
excipient or diluent. 



14. (AMENDED) A metnoa ror promoting/ prolactin secretion in a 
mammal in need thereof , which ^omp*lses administering to said 
mammal an agent according to cLfefim 1 in an amount effective to 
promote prolactin secretion in is/aid mammal. 




17. (NEW) A method for promoting— l~acfcat^ 
thereof , which comprises administering 
according to claim 2 in an amount ~**^-< 
in said mammal. 



a mamma 1 in need 
said mammal an agent 
to promote lactation 



18 . (NEW) A method for treating /hypoovarianism in a mammal in 
need thereof, comprising administering an pffective amount of an 
agent according to claim 2 to said ^ammal . 

19. (NEW) A method for eliciting an ^hrodi/siac effect in a mammal 
in need thereof, comprising administfe^dW an effective amount of 
an agent according to claim 2 to SclM mSmmal . 

/ 



J 

J 



A mark-up of the changes made in the claims is shown below. 

1. (AMENDED) An agent for promoting [ modulating ] prolactin 
secretion which comprises a n isolated ligand polypeptide, or a 
salt thereof, [#es — a — S — protoin couplod — receptor — prot e in ] said 
ligand polypeptide having 

(i) an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO; 73, 

(ii) an amino acid sequence wherein 1 to 15 contiguous amino acid 
residues are deleted from the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO : 
73, 

(iii) an amino acid sequence wherein 1 to 80 contiguous amino 
acid residues are added to the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 
73, 

(iv) an amino acid sequence wherein 1 to 15 amino acid residues 
are conservatively substituted with other amino acid residues in 
the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 73 . 

2 . (AMENDED) An agent [ae — claimed — i**] according to claim 1 , 

wherein the ligand polypeptide is a polypeptide [comprising] 
having an amino acid sequence that is: [ SEQ ID NO : — 7-3- or a 
subotantial equival e nt - thereto, — a*] 

(i) the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO; 74; 

( ii ) the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO : 74 fused to the N- 
terminal of the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO; 73; 

(iii) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 2 to 21 of SEQ ID N0;73; 

(iv) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

3 to 21 of SEQ ID NO; 73; 

(v) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

4 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 

(vi) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

5 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 

(vii) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 6 to 21 of SEQ ID NO; 73; 

(viii) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 7 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 

(ix) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

8 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 

(x) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

9 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 

(xi) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 

10 to 21 of SEQ ID NO; 73; 

(xii) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 11 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 

(xiii) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 12 to 21 of SEQ ID NO; 73; 

(xiv) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 13 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; 
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(xv) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid residues 
14 to 21 of SEQ ID NO;73; and 

(xvi) the amino acid sequence corresponding to amino acid 
residues 15 to 21 of SEQ ID NO:73 . 

3. (AMENDED) An agent [as — claimed — in] according to claim 2, 
wherein the polypeptide [comprising] has an amino acid sequence 
[ represented — by — SEQ — IB — NG-s — 7-3 — is — a — polypeptide — comprising — an 
amino acid s e quenc e represented by ] of SEQ ID NO: 5 , SEQ ID NO : 
8, SEQ ID NO: 47, SEQ ID NO; 50, SEQ ID NO: 61 or SEQ ID NO: 64. 

4 . (AMENDED) [ An agent ao claimed in claim 1, — which io ] A method 
for promoting prolactin secretion in a mammal in need thereof , 
comprising administering an effective amount of an agent 
according to claim 1 to said mammal . 

— (CANCELLED) — Ah — agent — as — claimed — ±& — claim — 3tt — which — is — fea? 
inhibiting prolactin occrction. 

6 . (AMENDED) [ An agent ao claimed in claim 4 , — which io ] A method 

for treating -{o* preventing] hypoovarianism [ , gonccyot 

cacogcncais, — menopausal oymdromc , — euthyroid or hypomctaboliom ] in 
a mammal in need thereof, comprising administering an effective 
amount of an agent according to claim 1 to said mammal . 

(CANCELLED) — Ah — agent — as — claimed — ±n — claim — 5-, — which — irS — 

treating — — preventing — pituitary — adenomatooio, brain — tumor , 

emmcniopathy , autoimmune — diocaoc, prolactinoma , infertility, 

impotence, — amenorrhea, — galactorrhea , — acromegaly, — Chiari Frommel 
oymdromc , — Argon z del — Caotilo — oymdromc, — Forbco Albright — oymdromc , 
lymphoma, — Shcchan oyndrome or dyoaooopcrmia . 

S-. — (CANCELLED) — An agent for modulating placental function, — which 
comprioco — a — ligand — polypeptide, — — a — oalt — thereof, — §er — a — G 
protein coupled receptor protein. 

— (CANCELLED) — Ah — agent — as — claimed — in — claim — 8n — w h- iefe — is — fes? 
treating or preventing choriocarcinomia, — hydatid mole, — irruption 
mole, — abortion, — unthrifty — f otuo, — abnormal — oaccharometaboliom, 
abnormal lipidmctaboliom or oxytocia. 

10. (AMENDED) [ An agent ao claimed in claim 4, whieh - i s] A method 
for promoting lactation of [ domestic ] a mammal in need thereof/ 
comprising administering an effective amount of an agent 
according to claim 1 to said mammal . 

11. (AMENDED) [ An agent ao deocribed in claim 4 , — which io for ] A 
method for eliciting an aphrodi s i ac effect in a mammal in need 
thereof, comprising administering an effective amount of an agent 
according to claim 1 to said mammal . 
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±2_ — (CANCELLED) — Ah — agent — f-ea? — diagnooing — function — e£ — prolactin 

occrction, — which — compricco — a — ligand — polypeptide, ©a? — a — oalt 

thereof, for a C protein coupled receptor protein. 

13 . (AMENDED) [ Uoo of a ligand polypeptides — or a oalt — thereof , 
for — a — G — protoin couplod — rocoptor — protein #er — maufacturc — ef — a 
medicament for modulating ] A method for making a p harmaceutical 
for promoting prolactin secretion , said method comprising 
combining an agent according to claim 1 with a pharmace utical^ 
acceptable carrier, excipient or diluent . 

14. (AMENDED) A method for [ modulating ] promoting prolactin 
secretion in a mammal in need thereof , which comprises 
administering to said mammal [ a ligand polypeptide, — or a salt 
thereof > -ie* — a — S — protein couplod — rocoptor — protein ] an agent 
according to claim 1 in an amount effective to promote prolactin 
secretion in said mammal . 

±5-. — ( CANCELLED ) — Uoc of a ligand polypeptide, — or a oalt thereof, 
for a C protein coupled receptor protein — for maufacturc — e£ — a 
medicament for modulating placental function. 

— ( CANCELLED ) A method for modulating placental function in a 
mammal , — which compricca — adminiotcring to — oaid mammal — a — ligand 
polypeptide, or a gait thereof, for a G protein coupled receptor 
protein . 

17. (NEW) A method for promoting lactation in a mammal in need 
thereof, which comprises administering to said mammal an agent 
according to claim 2 in an amount effective to promote lactation 
in said mammal . 

18. (NEW) A method for treating hypoovarianism in a mammal in 
need thereof, comprising administering an effective amount of an 
agent according to claim 2 to said mammal . 

19. (NEW) A method for eliciting an aphrodisiac effect in a mammal 
in need thereof, comprising administering an effective amount of 
an agent according to claim 2 to said mammal . 
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